. Endotoxin content of seasonal PM2.5 samples determined by LAL test. Data are mean ± SEM of three independent experiments (N = 3). Statistical differences among seasons were analysed by One-Way ANOVA with Tukey's multiple comparisons test. Figure S2 . Correlation plot of the modulation of IL6H protein expression and a linear correlation of the chemical variables identified from the correlation diagram reported in Figure 6 . The data are reported in different colours for the different seasons. The linear correlation (in red) is reported with its 95% confidence interval (grey shadow). The parameters describing the correlation curve are also reported in the plot. Ravindra et al., 2008 , b = Tobiszewski and Namiesnik., 2012 , c = Lee et al., 1982 The results from characteristic ratio values show that during winter and autumns there is an increase in wood and coal combustion in relation to local domestic and industrial activities. This ratio (FLT/(FLT+PYR)) seems the most representative of the differences between the seasons of PAHs concentration. High differences are related to FLT/PYR ratio which also confirms that during winter coal combustion is a significant emitter of airborne fine PM.
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